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Junior Ranger Program
If you are between the ages of 5 and 12, you can become a Junior Ranger! 
Stop by any park visitor center to purchase the official Junior Ranger 
newspaper for $3, then complete the program requirements. Junior 
Rangers will be awarded arrowhead-shaped patches—a wolf track patch  
if you are ages 5 to 7, a bear track if you are ages 8 to 12. 

Young Scientist Program
No matter how old you are, you can become a Young Scientist! Purchase a 
self-guiding booklet for $5 at the Canyon Visitor Education Center (ages 
10 and up) or Old Faithful Visitor Center (ages 5 and up). If you are investi-
gating in the Old Faithful area, check out a Young Scientist Toolkit for the 
gear you need. Once you  have completed the investigation, you will be 
awarded a Young Scientist patch or key chain. 
Development of this program was funded by the National Science Founda-
tion through a generous grant to the Yellowstone Park Foundation.
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Canyon Village
Artist Point Talk  September 2–30
Enjoy the Lower Falls, Yellowstone River, and the spectacular colors of the canyon from this 
classic viewpoint, while learning about the area’s geology, ecology, or history. Meet a ranger 
on the lower deck of the Artist Point overlook, South Rim Drive, for this short talk.  
X 10–15 minutes

Canyon Morning Stroll  September 3–29
Experience Yellowstone’s crisp fall mornings on a ranger-guided walk along a less trav-
eled trail. Take in stunning views of the Washburn Range and the Grand Canyon of the 
Yellowstone, while enjoying the gentle voices of the lodgepole forest and roar of the 
Yellowstone River. Meet a ranger on the lower deck of the Artist Point overlook, South Rim 
Drive, for this walk of approximately 2 miles. Moderate.  2 hours

Walking the Edge  September 2–30
Learn about the ecology, geology, and history of the canyon while walking along the South 
Rim Trail with a ranger. Gain stunning views of the Yellowstone River, the Upper and 
Lower Falls, and the gorgeous colors of the canyon walls. Meet a park ranger at Uncle Tom’s 
Parking Lot, South Rim Drive, for this walk of approximately 1 mile. Easy.  1½ hours

Fishing Bridge & Lake Village
Lake Scenic Cruise  September 2–14
Join a park ranger on a narrated boat tour on the ethereal water of Yellowstone Lake, with 
views of the wondrous Absaroka Mountains, historic Lake Hotel & Village, surrounding 
lodgepole pine forest, and other spectacular sights. Reservations required in advance 
through Xanterra Parks and Resorts. Call 307-344-7311 or stop by the Bridge Bay 
Marina ($15.10 for adults; $8 for kids ages 2–11; free for kids under 2). X  1 hour

Storm Point Saunter  September 2–30
Wander along the ever-changing lakeshore and through a diversity of landscapes including 
a lush meadow dotted with wildflowers, “dog-hair” pines and an ancient forest of spruce, 
pine, and fir. Experience Yellowstone in its true splendor. Meet at Indian Pond and the 
Storm Point trailhead, 3 miles east of Fishing Bridge. 2.3 miles. Easy.  2 hours

River Reflections  September 2–30
From a picturesque spot along the Yellowstone River, explore Fishing Bridge area history 
and one of the most important cogs in the motor of the Yellowstone ecosystem: the rare, 
mysterious, wily, polka-dotted, and beautiful cutthroat trout. Meet on the west side of the 
Fishing Bridge.  20 minutes

Elephant Back Trek  September 2–30
Ascend Elephant Back Mountain through a dense and mysterious forest of lodgepole 
pine for mesmerizing views of Yellowstone Lake, Lake Village, and the looming Absaroka 
Mountains. Meet at the Elephant Back trailhead, between Fishing Bridge Junction and Lake 
Village. Parking is limited. Hike is not recommended for people with heart, breathing, or 
serious medical conditions. 3.6 miles. Moderately strenuous.  3 hours

Featured Creature  September 2–30
Enthralling and diverse wild animals, found in few other places in North America, nor in 
such profusion, are revealed in Yellowstone. Unveil the story of one of them. Meet at the 
Fishing Bridge Visitor Center. X  30 minutes

Mud Volcano Ramble  September 2–30
“The greatest marvel we have yet met with,” declared early explorers. View colorful, 
vociferous, and intriguing mudpots and hot springs, and find out what they reveal about 
Yellowstone’s explosive past and future. ⅔ miles. Moderately strenuous. Meet at the Mud 
Volcano area.  2 hours

Grant Village & West Thumb
Hot Water Wilderness  August 31–September 28
Come to the West Thumb Geyser Basin and explore the origins of glittering geysers, belch-
ing mudpots, and emerald hot springs. Stroll along the shores of Yellowstone Lake to 
uncover West Thumb’s explosive past and dynamic future. Meet at the West Thumb Visitor 
Information Station. ½–¾ mile. X with assistance.  80 minutes

Tracking Yellowstone’s Wildlife  August 31–September 28
Having trouble finding wildlife? This family-friendly walk will introduce you to animal 
signs. Scat, tracks, and other mysterious clues will help you read the forest and discover 
the secret lives of its residents. Wear walking shoes and meet at the West Thumb Visitor 
Information Station. Approximately 1 mile. Easy.  1 hour

Ranger Rendezvous  August 31–September 28
Meet with a park ranger for this illustrated program focusing on Yellowstone’s natural or 
cultural wonders. Learn more about Yellowstone’s diverse geology, history, or wildlife as you 
ease into evening. Check locally for program topics. Meet at the Grant Village Visitor Center 
Auditorium. X: Ask a ranger for assistance after visitor center closes at 6 pm.  45 minutes

Madison
Madison Evening Program  September 2–30
Join a park ranger for an illustrated program highlighting a different aspect of Yellowstone’s 
wonders. Inquire locally on bulletin boards and at the Madison Information Station for  
program titles and descriptions. Meet at the Madison Amphitheater. X  45 minutes
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